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At the College an informal reception was held, the Swami replying briefly, as the Reception Committee had decided to postpone the official and public reception until a week later, so as to afford the citizens of Calcutta a more favourable opportunity of hearing him. After a short time, therefore, the Swami and his party left for Baghbazar where they had been invited to a banquet by Rai Poshupati Nath Base at his palatial residence. At four o'clock in the afternoon, the Swami and his European disciples were driven to the beautiful river-side residence of Gopal Lai Seal, in Cossipore, known as the Seal's Garden, which had been offered to the Swami and his friends for their temporary residence.
Immediately, and day after day, and every hour of the day, hundreds of people came to pay their personal respects to the Swami and hear his expositions of Vedanta. Telegrams of congratulation and of welcome, and also invitations from various towns came pouring in. In the day-time he made his headquarters generally at the Cossipore mansion, while at night he was at the Math which was then at Alum-bazar. The Swami had no rest. The task of receiving and entertaining countless visitors, and the constant Discussion on strenuous intellectual subjects, which such visits entailed, were proving an enormous strain on him. Yet his heart was gladdened at seeing such a sincere spirit of enquiry and religious zeal among his own people, and consequently he was ever ready to welcome them, solve their religious difficulties and point out to them their duties to themselves and to their country.
The day came, the twenty-eighth of February, 1397, and the place chosen for the occasion of the presentation of the City's address of welcome was the palatial residence of Raja Sir Radhakanta Deb Bahadur at Sobha Bazar. When the Swami arrived, he was cordially welcomed by the most distinguished audience that ever assembled in that historic capital of the British Empire in India. At least five thousand people had gathered in the inner quadrangle and verandahs all around, and the cheering which was evoked by his appearance